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THE EUROPEAN NETWORK OF COUNCILS FOR THE JUDICIARY
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THE EUROPEAN NETWORK OF COUNCILS FOR THE
JUDICIARY (ENCJ)

Charter
Preamble

Considering that:

Article 2 of the Treaty of the European Union establishes the
objective of maintaining and developing the Union as an area of
freedom, security and justice;

Article 6 of the Treaty of the European Union refers to the
principles of liberty, democracy, respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms, and the rule of law, principles which are
common to the Member States;

The effectiveness of the European Area of freedom, security and
justice requires a good understanding by members of the
Judiciary of legal and judicial systems in other Member States, as
well as national, European and international instruments
requiring co-operation;

Co-operation is essential for upholding judicial independence and
reinforcing the rule of law;

Those responsible for Councils for the Judiciary, Court Services
and similar organs in the Member States of the European Union
have agreed to establish the European Network of Councils for
the Judiciary (ENCJ) which shall be governed by the following
principles:



Article 1: Objectives

(1) Within the framework of the creation of the European Area of
freedom, security and justice, the objectives of the ENCJ are co-
operation between members on the following:

e analysis of and information on the structures and
competencies of members;

¢ exchange of experience in relation to how the judiciary is
organised and how it functions;

e issues pertaining to the independence of the Judiciary and
other issues of common interest; and

e  provision of expertise, experience and proposals to European
Union institutions and other national and international
organisations.

(2) The ENCIJ shall exclusively pursue objectives of a non-profit
making character.

Article 2: Activities

(1) The ENCIJ shall develop an annual programme of activities,
specifically related to the objectives in Article 1. These shall be
financed by agreement between those members participating in
each activity, with the benefit of such financial support as the
European Union may provide.

(2) Participation in the activities of the ENCJ by members of the
Judiciary and by others involved in the organisation and
functioning of the Judiciary, shall be determined by each
individual member.



Article 3: Membership

(1) The Founding Members of the ENCJ are listed in the annex to
this Charter.

(2) Membership is available to all national institutions of
Member States which are independent of the executive and
legislature or which are autonomous, and which are responsible
for the support of the Judiciary in the independent delivery of
justice.

(3) Applications for membership shall be submitted to the
General Assembly. If there is an objection by any member, the
General Assembly shall refer the issue to the Steering Committee
which shall make a recommendation. Admission of a new
member shall require a unanimous decision by the General
Assembly.

(4) Members are free to resign from membership at any time.
Membership terminates on notification in writing to the Secretary
General.

(5) The Ministry of Justice, in Member States where institutions
as specified in Article 3 (2) do not exist, may be granted observer
status.

(6) Institutions from European Union candidate Member States
may be granted observer status.

Article 4: Bodies of the Network

The ENCJ shall consist of a General Assembly, a President, a
Steering Committee and a Secretary General.






